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He was a young man with a quick bat, a 
rifle arm, and a gentle heart. In the words 
of one baseball executive, ‘‘I never saw any 
ballplayer like him. No, sir. Whenever any-
body signs a big contract these days, we al-
ways wonder how many millions Clemente 
would be worth.’’ As a former team owner, 
it would be a lot. [Laughter] 

Yet the true worth of this man, seen in 
how he lived his life and how he lost his life, 
cannot be measured in money. And all these 
years later, his family can know that America 
cherishes the memory of Roberto Clemente. 

Our country and our world have been im-
proved by the lives of the men and women 
we honor today. And now it is my honor to 
present the awards, and I ask the military 
aide to read the citations. 

[At this point, Lt. Col. John Newell, USAF, 
Air Force Aide to the President, read the cita-
tions, and the President presented the med-
als.] 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
And Laura and I would now like to invite 
you to join us for a reception to honor these 
great Americans and great member of the 
Czech Republic, our great friend. 

Thank you all for coming. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:05 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison of 
Texas.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives on Reallocation of 
Funds Previously Transferred From 
the Emergency Response Fund 
July 23, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
In order to continue the necessary and 

critical responses to the September 11 ter-
rorist attacks, I am notifying the Congress 
of my intent to reallocate funds previously 
transferred from the Emergency Response 
Fund (ERF). 

At this time, $5 million of ERF funds will 
be transferred to the Food and Drug Admin-
istration to support activities to improve the 
security of the food supply. 

The details of this action are set forth in 
the enclosed letter from the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush

Remarks in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania 
July 24, 2003

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thank you 
all very much for allowing us to come. John, 
thanks for your leadership. He’s doing a fabu-
lous job as the Secretary of Treasury, and 
I’m so glad he decided to join my administra-
tion. 

I want to thank you for the warm welcome, 
and I want to thank you all for helping us 
keep a commitment to the American people. 
We promised tax reductions for the good of 
American families and for the good of our 
economy. And we delivered on that promise. 
And soon the mail carrier will be delivering 
the checks that we promised to the American 
people. Twelve billion dollars in tax relief is 
on its way to more than 25 million American 
families. 

And this is an appropriate place to come 
and talk about checks being mailed to Amer-
ican families, here at the Financial Manage-
ment Service. The reason why is because 
here and at other facilities, these checks are 
being printed, and the checks will be mailed. 
And I want to thank you all very much for 
working as hard as you are to make sure that 
the promise that the Government has made 
is being kept. 

I know a lot of you are putting in weekend 
shifts. I know a lot of you are working really 
hard. And I am grateful, but more impor-
tantly, the American people should be grate-
ful for the work you do right here. Thank 
on behalf of—[applause]. 

I have traveled today with two really fine 
men and great United States Senators, Arlen 
Specter and Rick Santorum. I want to thank 
you all for coming. I want to thank you for—
I want to thank Mike Colarusso and Bob 
Mange for leading this fine group of folks. 
Thank you all for your hospitality. 

I want to thank those good workers who 
allowed me and the press corps to come and 
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